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on the same arternoonthat Will went
IIj over to the mountain our three wore

thins Relume Kepler and Moore re-

turned from that place and went to an
old deserted barn situated near the red
dente which It was their Intention to
enter and rob that night

Are all our things ready asked
Moore at the three of them were
lounging around wilting impatiently
for the nightfall

Yea answered Kepler our dark

lanterns sandbags revolver yei all
I here Now who IU going to stand gaud

outside tonight I suppose this thing
cant be settled unless we draw lots
and the one that Is taken mast do i

f

it
f without any question

This was agreed to and the lot ell to
Moore who tried to pat aa cheerful a
face aa he could on the matter Then
they talked over their plans until far

f Into the night and about haHpast elev-

en started for the Fenton house
When they arrived there Moore

took his station at the corner ao as to
be able to keep his eye on both streets

Kepler and Relsome gently broke
the glass of one of the cellar windows
and then jumped down Into the cellar
Mere Reliome lit his dark lantero by
the aid of which the stain were seen
In one corner of the place In a barrel 1

they found semi old raga which they
wrapped around their shoes and then
started ip the stairs The picking o 1

the lock at the head of the stairs aces

ii
aloned a few minutes delay and then
both stepped Into the ball

Now we have a cinch whisper eat

only for Gods sake dont
11Rloom noise The old mans room IIs

the trout one on the floor above You
wake him up with your revolver at his
head and Ill attend to the booty
But be added In an Impressive whit ¬

per dont let that dn popgun of
yours go off With these words both
attended the stairs noiselessly

l

l Now throw the lIdof the lantern
a little so that we can find the room
There It Is with the door hall open
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jjBack the Fifties

Reminiscences Days Mississippi River
Floating Palaces Jfo >

By CAPT W LAMBDIN

ittttilII
IIIt iis not uncommon to hear veteran
IItamboalma refer with extravagant

expressions to the old days when the

IgreatIville to New Orleans The younger
generation which has known
but the train with all In luxu-
ries and the ocean steamship listens

f politely and mentally comments that
the old man lain his dotage or that
he Is forty years behind the times

hJlllt these old river ere not
I behind the times They realize that

their work has been supplanted by
something better and rejoice that they

among the pioneers of the present
I complete which reduces dip

trace to minimum and makes every
man happier In that be Is In closer coin
mnnion with his brother

Nowadays when we look at the av
erage Ohio river bolt it Ila difficult to
believe that there once plied between
Louisville and New Orleans aeries of
genuine floating palaces But there
are many old men In Paducah wholly
disinterested from a professional point
of view who can testify Ila one way
and another that the tales of these old
captains are not myths

That greatly admired actor William

J Florence put forth a book shortly be-

fore death which contented many
stories of the elegance of the oncegreat
ante bellum steamboats of the Ohio and
Jlliiiiiippl riven The book wet called

The lentlemaus land Book on
roker and while the stories have a
tendency to exploit the virtues of the
old Mississippi river gamblers sells con-

stantly traveled ou these steamers they
are written with such evident sincerity
that one becomes absorbed in

Ilene goes
They moved forward and as Kepler

stood In the doorway he lifted his tilde
again to get an Idea of the Interior of
the room But as it happened the
light fell full across Fentona face He
awoke and seeing two men standing In
the doorway Jumped ouof bed for bis
revolver

With one noiseless leap Rom sea s
In the middle of the room and before
Kenton could reach his revolver struck
him a terrific blow with his sandbag
Fenton dodged and Instead of catching
him on the head the bag struck him on
the shoulder and felled him heavily to
the floor partly stunned life wife
was awakened br the noise of his fall
and seeing what had happened uttered
a terrific stream

Guard the door and look out for the
Soo while I settle this woman

And with that Relsomi spring for
the Led and tearing a strip from the
sheet gagged the woman

While this was happening the IOn
and daughter whose rooms were on the
floor above had been awakened Both
started dressing but the girl was ready
first Thinking that perhaps her
mother had a nightmare which was a
common occurrence with her she
slatted down stairs

Kepler standing at the door heard
her coming and raised his revolver
The girl when she reached the bottom
of the stairs seeing a revolver pointed
at her bead stood for a moment para
lysed and then uttered scream after

ylce took a short quick aim at her

heard the shot he henna and gagged
the elder Penton totted the money box
and ran out Into the hall Come on
you dn fool he billed IIn Keplers
ear Didnt I tell you not to hoot
Weve got to make a break for it before
that fool upstairs comes down on DO-

W dont want tocommlt a tOadmar ¬

der
Since secrecy was at an end both

f
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them and fnattr cteae to the e acU
loa that these gamble were am tack I

bad fellows alter GIL sad Iht 1M W
the manners el Condenses And sisoibse
the boats were fewa oka troy wore acid
to bethe most twaaraeii veateii a
their time-

CapL SUas Millet W towavlte Kya
who is still living sad a totaling eaaatij
tat of that city was the cetsrsaatder of
the Robert J Ward and from time to
time hit old experiences and pleasant
recollections have been recalled

There are may old river men maw
living In Paducah who were familiarly

I
acquaintedwith Captain Miller la his
steamboatlng days Many years ago
Capt Miller received a letter tram Mr
B Frank Moore of Harrodsbnrg Kv
Including a bill of fare for Tuesday
May J t83 on board the steamer Robs
J Ward which through the courtesy
olreprodoctdlth
one section referring to the trip np
from New Orleans to Louisville with
his wife Mr Moore noted some event-
ful scenes sad occurrences ae In
particular In which be said Doubt-

less you will recall when just above
New Madrid we enconatered a most I

terrible storm which being Ila close
proximity to that great earthquake reg ¬

lent produced the utmost consternation f

among the passengers as well aa crewj I

You and the pilot also engineers were
the poly ones who stood undismayed
you t potts Among the passengers
were Mrs Slocum two daughters and
son of New Orleans who were on their
way to urope besides nearly two hun
dred others going to Saratoga Cape
May White Sulphur Springs and other
summer resorts to largely patronized Ila

Maw

rat1cloaed
In hall a minute were in the street
When they Joined Moore Rtlsome
said

Ive got the plunder all separate
and meet at the cave on the mount
slnCand all three disappeared In the
darkness

When Will heard what had happen
el he asked 4Haa anything Wen done
towards finding the murderers Have
any duel been discovered

No not exactly but most th folks
think it war done by thet teller Ref
some and his gang though thar are
some ai think that It war done by the
workmen In the lectrlc plant Search
In parties war mediately oigtnis sd an
th city war surrounded by a body o
sentinels an evry man that come IIn
town they tote off to the lockup >n

IupIThey called for volunteers fer the
acarchin party an are still cattle fer
more Mayor Warren offered five hum
red dollar reward fr th murderer

dead or live an Fenton Offered an
other five busied so Its a cool thou
san ter th man as andm

Will jumped up and made a grip for
his gun

Genral Jackson I hope yen not
cola ter volunteer ejeculiled Marten

seniorWhy
not dadf I want a little ex

citement before I go back to work so
goodbye Ill be back ai soon ai Im
relieved and he was gone

The old man lit hit pipe and said to
his wife Marta I never did see sine
a headstrong young feller as Will
sad having safety rid himself of this
astounding statement he set to orkI
perusing a paper from the week be¬

fore I

Very early In the morning our three
burglars sad marauders were aitembled
la their cave on the mountain

Well pals that was a pretty good
nights work but for that little affair cf1

those days by wealthy Southerners all

paulcatrickenBut
remarkable courage of yourself pilot
and engineers

I also well remember the night we
got on board Seeing the Tessa brll
Baatlf lighted ODd thinking It strange
allhalbonrfIs a m J I asked you what
it meant You took my arm and march
ed me op aad there I saw aa astemW
ae of aA the most tilted gamblers of
kW Satk and KetlTeaUffMck PrIce

coastal hill Chettkar Jlanloo
areas aW a hot of others CMhran
ka>t ffact tetaraeJ from California with
tfoao ia gold and the ethers were
WWnaf bias to gt a little of the
Vicein which they meeetded to the

Maw of many tlwsuadi of dolUn
Boywtoo the principal of the gang was

partner cfold Jack China the
tutor tf the present redoabtabte Jack H

ia a stable of rate horses among them
the celebrated Lightning with which
they were exceptionally successful The
bill cf two shows the first dinner we
took oa the Ward And bring Impressed

nu
Keplers The people are wild some
think the deedI was dune by workmen
on the plant others think we did It
and Im anxious to find out which tide
Is right If they ever lay hands on ui
theyll lynch us on the first tree so we
had better lie low for a couple ol

koDa
you Kepler growled Moore

Ill It hudnt been for your blame fool
ishness nobody would have thought
anything of this affair Why the devil
dud you shoot the gulf

I admit said Kepler that It was
D foolish thing to do but when I saw
that girl standing there yelling blue
murder I lost my head completely andIIredIyou think ofJoklag ¬

¬

Theytoo
beta committed by only one of ua
Suppose we deliver Kepler upto Justice
then theywill let us go

Kepler started and turned deadlyyoudontI

You cant tell what we might do
put In Moore In bad humor because of
Kepleri foolish act

1By God Ill bet you dontl ex
claimed Kepler lumping for his re-

volver
Here here oM man cool down

were only joking exclaimed Reliome
All tight but kindly Joke OB tome

Iless serious subject
e n

Keplers slumbers that night were of
anythlag but a peaceful character
First he use the young girl whom he
had killed writhing In her death agony
th IroIazhand and firedBot a pistol but a sera
pent about a foot long Kepler felt the
thing curling round hit baby and the
cold sweat broke out all over him Then
there come a quick sharp pain

Kach of the others In turn bad excit
tag dreams which ended respective In
a quick sharp pain6n s

The Pert morning a party of search¬

ers led by Will Marten entered the
robbers cave

The sight that met their eyes was one
that treat their blood

There on the ground lay Holocene
and hit pals Just aa they had gone to
sleep dead

Their bodies were stripped and ex
mined but no marks were found ape
body noticing a small round hole on
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each body ai II Inflicted by a Pro aad i
likewise no one noticing a little serpent
about afoot long which was lying la
one corner of the cave

KMLOGUKIldraggingcame upon a large tombstone Think
lag It strange that anyone should have
been burled la such an Inappropriate

j

place and being endowed with a large
bump of curiosity I approached the
tone and read the following legend

To the Memory of

Bdwird Relsome Howard Kepler alit
Thomas Moore l

Who Died Mysteriously on the Day
of September 1885

May They Rest In Peaceti I
Pushing on I saw what looked tonic

cartfallyboardedpalaLtd
Stranger In This Cave They Distill

DO NOT nNTRRII I

Now I have often noticed that
through life whenever we art told aot
to do a thing whether or sol we tad
any desire to do It before the command
Immediately alter It we act to work do-
Ing It contrary to all orders So It was
with meat that moment Having lead
theoUforiarthe cave I hunted vainly for some I
sOrt of door In the wood ai far at that
was concerned the word Do Not

pointThereupon
wood out and clainbereil late the cave
I found It pitch dark Inside and hawing
with tome difficulty obtained piece ol
wood to serve ai a torch I took a care-
ful survey of the Interior of the cave
There was nothing very extraordinary
about III appearance aad I confesIParryfool
nothing when I Saw IIn one corner of
the place a little serpent about a foot
long A cold shudder too through ate
but I approached the thing cautiously
and found to my great relief that It
was dead Not trusting lo my eye-
sight I give the thing a poke with a
stick and Immediately It crumbled t
pieces Suddenly It occurred to ate
that the way those three men had matt
their death was tat It U needless It
say more
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IInI some interesting facts

about a Jury that sat In a raw In ilr
tult court here the fan week The
youngest man was 37 suit the oldest
71 Their aggregate agri was Ul
years 8U were Daptlsti three Metb
odlata two Presbyterian and out
Catholic IIIU no wonder they cold
not agree and bad to be discharge

KINGS OF THE TURF TO RACE FOR A FORTUNE

Cresceus The Abbott Boralma and Charley Herr to Contest for Biggest Sweepstakes
Ever Offered at Charter Oak Park Hartford in SeptemberL


